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The summer school on fuzzy logic control held on 16–20 June 1998 at the
University of Ferrara, Italy, was the first of two events devoted to the dis-
semination of the state of the art in methodology and application of fuzzy
concepts to system control. The second event will be held in Delft from 20–24
April 1999.
The two events are funded by the TMR program of European Commission
and organized by Department of Electronics, Computer and Systems Science
(DEIS), University of Bologna, in collaboration with Department of Engi-
neering (DI), University of Ferrara and Department of Electrical Engineering
DEE, Delft University of Technology.
More than 40 students attended the Ferrara courses in which, beyond for-
mal lectures given by outstanding researchers in the field, emphasis was given
to non-formal interaction between students and teachers. One of the oppor-
tunities of most intense interaction was the poster session in which students
were able to describe their current activities and discuss them with other stu-
dents and teachers.
After actively participating to that discussion with the usual friendliness and
competence, Dr. Bonissone was so kind to suggest that some of those contri-
butions could be turned into papers worth of publication in IJAR after some
improvement. He also suggested that we could have an active role in this
maturation process serving as guest editors for a special issue of this prestigious
journal.
The students were therefore solicited to re-think and formalize their work in
the light of the concepts reviewed during the school and submit a paper de-
scribing their activity, comparing it with the existing approaches and fairly
discussing pros and cons of the approach they were pursuing.
The refereeing process took us three months of reading and discussion and
led us to select seven papers among the ten originally submitted which were
considered the closest to the high quality standards of the journal. Referees
comments were sent back to the authors urging them to accommodate every
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formal as well as substantial point. The results of this process is now on the
pages of this issue.
Four of these papers are of methodological nature while the others are
mainly concerned with the application of fuzzy logic to real world tasks. De-
spite the young age of the main authors, all the contributions feature a certain
degree of originality and a non-trivial analysis of the problem at hand proving
that the European eort in this field of increasing interest will be supported by
a new generation of skilled and talented researcher.
Before closing this brief introduction we would like to warmly thank all the
people who made the Ferrara school and this issue possible with special ref-
erence the chairman of the school, Prof. Claudio Bonivento, and the Editor of
IJAR, Dr. Piero Bonissone, whose advise and support were essential for these
initiative.
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